THE STATES AND RESPONSIBILITY

^......Let the people of the States recognize that their sal-
vation depends wholly on their own strength, whose genera-
tion in turn depends upon an exhibition in action of com-
plete non-violence and truth."

The partial success of the people of Mysore, instead
of liberalising the other States, seems, so far .as one can
conclude from known facts, to have stiffened them against
the movement for internal responsible government. I
have called the Mysore success only partial, for nothing
has yet been gained in substance by the people. The
Maharaja and his cultured Dewan have recognized the
State Congress, they have instituted an impaftial inquiry
into the recent tragic happenings and appointed a Re-
forms Committee with ample powers. With patience and
reasonableness on the part of the Mysore State Congress,
and with real good-will and understanding on the part of
the Mysore Government, we may see a large measure of,
if not full, responsibility in the government .of Mysore.

But the psychological effect of the Mysore events
has been exceedingly great. The people of the States
have begun to see a new vision of liberty. What seemed
to them to be a distant goal, now appears to be an event
to be realized almost in no time. I believe that if the
awakening among the people is genuine and wide-spread,
no repression can possibly stay their inevitable march
to their cherished goal.

Let the people of the States recognize that their sal-
vation depends wholly on theix own strength, whose gene-
ration in turn depends upon an exhibition in action of
complete  non-violence and truth. They must realize
that it is utterly impossible openly to organise along
violent lines large masses of mankind deprived of arms,
and almost from time immemorial brought up as a non-
military nation.
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